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Do New Year resolutions create too much
pressure?
Monday, January 02, 2012
If you are going to give up smoking, learn a new skill, start a diet, is 1st January the best
day to begin?

Here is Matt Cutts speaking about trying something new for 30 days - I loved his idea of
writing a novel in that time. What could you try?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:17AM ()

Cats and Dogs
Tuesday, January 03, 2012
The weather is really not good here this morning in Bristol and the whole of the UK.
Watch and listen to this forecast by clicking the duck -

What's the weather like this morning where you are?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:35AM ()
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Is studying abroad a good investment?
Wednesday, January 04, 2012
In tough economic times people need to look carefully at how they spend their money
and ROI (return on investment) is a key factor.

So, does studying abroad provide a decent ROI? Well research suggests it does. What
do you think are the main benefits?

Click the picture to see an interesting infographic -

This infographic is thanks to lifehacker.com
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:51AM ()

The death of the newspaper?
Thursday, January 05, 2012
Will people still buy newspapers in the future or will all reading be done online? Nothing
stays the same forever, does it?

Here is an article for you to read (click the picture) from the British Council.

Once you have read it, try the three tasks - vocabulary, comprehension and grammar. Let
me know how you get on and good luck!
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:09AM ()

A story of glory
Friday, January 06, 2012
Here's a short challenge for you - write a story with only 50 words excluding the title. That
is 50 words, not 49 or 51. You can either reply to this post in the comments box or send
your story to me at jon.crocker@oise.com. Have a great weekend!

Here is my attempt and you will notice I am not Shakespeare.....

Silence fell  and he knew this  was his  moment.  With  all  eyes  on him and one fluid
movement, his aim was as true as an archer’s arrow.The silence broke with the crash of
wood and the crowd’s jubilant roar. He turned modestly, but inside he was bursting with
pride.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:59AM ()
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The Highs and Lows of 2011
Friday, January 06, 2012
All  this  week  our  students  have  been  working  in  teams  to  create  Pecha  Kucha
presentations on the highs and lows of 2011, which they'll  present to the school this
morning.

What do you feel were the best and worst stories that made news in 2011? Take this
CNN Quiz to jog your memory!

Posted by Jo at 09:13AM ()

A live dogme lesson
Saturday, January 07, 2012
Watch Luke Meddings teaching a group of international students in London - unplugged!
The second video is of a Q&A session Luke did immediately after the live lesson.

Click here

Luke's reflections on the event

What do you think of this 'materials light' approach to teaching?
Posted by Jo at 03:37PM ()
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10 - 20 - 30

OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Monday, January 09, 2012
Watching a bad presentation can be painful.

Please watch Guy Kawazaki talking (by clicking the image below) about his 10-20-30
rule. He speaks quickly, so do not worry about understanding everything.

Listen as many times as you like and try to answer these questions -

1. Why does he joke about using a Windows laptop?

2. What does using less text on a slide force you to do?

3. What is a 'bozo'?

4. What algorithm does Guy provide?

5. Can you now explain the 10-20-30 rule in English to a colleague?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:52AM ()

Presentation Zen
Tuesday, January 10, 2012
Garr Reynolds has some great ideas about presentations. Click the sushi below to watch
a short extract of his talk on presenting data effectively.

If someone can understand the slide without your presentation, why are you standing
there?  The  slides  are  there  to  support  you.  If  you  need  to  provide  more  detailed
information,  why  not  give  the  audience  handouts  at  the  end?

Let me know your views and please search for more from Garr Reynolds online including
his excellent blog and book - Presentation Zen.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:31AM ()

Quick Quiz - Talking Business
Wednesday, January 11, 2012
The world of work provides some interesting phrases. Test your knowledge with our quick
quiz by clicking on the picture below.

Can you get them all right? Do any of them translate into your language?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:09AM ()

Schwa (What is it good for?)
Thursday, January 12, 2012
Schwa is the most common sound in English.

If you get the schwa sound right, you will improve your pronunciation.

Click  on  the  Metro  Times  magazine  cover  below  to  access  the  excellent  BBC
pronunciation  pages.

You can listen to examples, practise schwa and then try the exercises at the end (with
answers on the pdf download).
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:43AM ()

How to kill two birds with one stone
Friday, January 13, 2012
Technology is here to help us and here are two great examples.

Click on the Bristol harbour photograph to watch a short 'screencast' I did this morning.
How could you use a screencast to practise your English?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 11:36AM ()
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Happiness is a warm gun....
Monday, January 16, 2012
These are the words from a John Lennon Beatles song from 1968, but for many of us
that would not be our first definition of 'happiness'...

Although most people would agree that achieving happiness is a worthwhile goal, not
everybody is successful in reaching that objective.

Click on the picture for a list of 10 things you can do that may make you happier. Do you
agree with them?

Which would be your top 3 from this list?

Which one would you like to do more or better?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:28AM ()

Smile! You're in Bristol
Tuesday, January 17, 2012
Smiling makes you feel better and it seems Bristolians are good at that. Click the picture
for an article from the BBC. Then try to answer the questions below.

1. Which Welsh town is the hghest in the list?
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2. What does Tony Robinson suggest might cause Bristolian facial expressions?

3. Which famous old Hollywood actor is mentioned?

4. What was a possible reason for London's low score?

5. Does your country have a smiliest city?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:09AM ()

Less is More - do you agree?
Wednesday, January 18, 2012
In an increasingly materialistic world, more people are starting to say that less is more (or
<=> in emoticons).

What do you think?

Watch and listen to Graham Hill talking about this topic. The first time just listen. The
second time listen and follow the interactive transcript whch is on the right of the video.

Check you understand the meaning of these words -

ruthlessly, extraneous, mantra, stack (verb) and stretches.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 11:05AM ()

Wiki-blackout
Wednesday, January 18, 2012
Wikipedia has blacked out its English-language site for 24 hours. How will this affect you?
How much do you rely in Wikipedia to help you find information every day? Perhaps you
will have to revert to more traditional methods of research such as going to a library and
looking in a book! Click on the picture to read more.
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Posted by gwenwaller7 at 12:28PM ()

A modern love story
Thursday, January 19, 2012
If a picture paints a thousand words, what can an emoticon do?

Click the 'Love Spiders' to find out if boy meets girl....

Do you use emoticons in your e-mails, messages and texts?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:12AM ()
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VoxPop - using social media

OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Friday, January 20, 2012
Is social media killing the art of conversation with people staring at their computer screen
instead of going outside and meeting real fellow humans?

Or is social media allowing people to rekindle old connections, create new networks, and
enjoy even more conversations?

Answer the poll below to give your views. Have a great weekend!

[polldaddy poll=5859381]

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:55AM ()

Thought for the day
Monday, January 23, 2012
'Gonna' isn't a word and should never be used as a replacement for 'going to' in business
letters, formal e-mails, job applications, legal documentation, etc. There are perhaps two
occasions when 'gonna' is permissible -

a. When using Twitter and you need to convey the idea of planned intention with just 5
characters left to use.

b. When you are writing and/or singing a song aimed at teenagers (probably looking for
love/in love/ falling out of love).

If you are not doing either of the above, think carefully before replacing 'going to' in your
writing, won't you?

Now click on the picture to watch a great example of option B from 1965.

Why not sing along? I bet you've got a great voice!
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:45AM ()

Making an impact when you present
Tuesday, January 24, 2012
Guru is an overused word these days, but there are times when it is the right choice. We
have already looked at the presentation ideas of two such people with Garr Reynolds and
Guy Kawazaki.

There is also the excellent Nancy Duarte (www.duarte.com) and click on the image below
to watch her 5 rules of presentations.

Which of these rules do you need to practise more?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:59AM ()

Blood, sweat and tears...
Wednesday, January 25, 2012
OK, that might be a little dramatic, but if you want to create a great presentation, you
have to make some effort. The best talks you see, the ones when the speaker looks
relaxed and they talk without notes and you enjoy it - that didn't happen by chance. The
speaker spent a long time planning and practising.

If you only spend 5 minutes preparing, how good do you think you will be? I think about
one hour of preparation for every one minute of presentation. Yes, that is 10 hours for a
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10 minute talk!

The firststep is planning. You can use a Mind Map to put your thoughts and ideas down
on paper (or online). There is no right or wrong and no linear path, but you can begin to
think about the information you need to include and how it is all linked together.

How do you (or would you) plan your ideas and structure for presentations? What advice
would you offer other people?

Click the walnut to see an example of a Mind Map -

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:13AM ()

Z is for Zebra
Thursday, January 26, 2012
In this case the Transformation Zebra and my personal recommendation for creating
memorable presentations - Prezi.

The beauty of Prezi is that it is a blank canvas and unlike PowerPoint you don't need to
follow a linear or chronological order in your talk. This can be an advantage when you
want to look at the bigger picture or focus on a tiny detail.

See for yourself - click on the zebra and watch the short video.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:43AM ()

Classroom Creativity
Friday, January 27, 2012
Click the picture to watch Lee's prezi about the student blog. With her team she managed
to use a range of technology including Prezi, camcorders, Youtube and then of course
the PC and projector.

Naturally you cannot hear the entire presentation as that was given live in the school, but
I still think it shows some excellent creativity.

How often do you use video in your presentations?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:12AM ()

QR codes - ignore them at your peril
Tuesday, January 31, 2012
You must have seen them - on posters, in magazines and newspapers and you are going
to see them more and more often.

QR codes use the smartphone boom to send people information.

If  you have a QR reader on your phone, scan the image below. If  you don't  have a
smartphone, click the image to see how these codes are being used very effectively in
South Korea.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:52PM ()

Wednesday, February 01, 2012
Bubblecube's Digital Marketing blog provides a fascinating look at Air China's clever use
of  Facebook.  You  probably  have  a  personal  account,  but  how  well  do  you  think
businesses  understand  Facebook  (or  any  social  media)?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:51AM ()

Wednesday, February 01, 2012
Here's a great example of the QR codes I mentioned yesterday. The Inside Out Cafe has
a QR code and now needs to decide where to put it. Have you heard of any novel uses of
these codes?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:56AM ()

Quite a Quick Quiz
Thursday, February 02, 2012
Test your spelling now with our short quiz - 5 words that many people get wrong. What is
your final score?

Click on the picture to begin and good luck!

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:38AM ()
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Fly me to the Moon (or Bristol Airport)

OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Friday, February 03, 2012
If you are travelling to Bristol, you may well be coming by plane and that is clearly an
excellent choice.

Bristol Airport has been named "Best UK Airport" beating even Heathrow and Gatwick at
the Business Travel Awards.

Click on the picture to read more. Have you used this airport?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:35AM ()

Being green isn't easy....
Monday, February 06, 2012
There are times when being 'green' or environmentally aware is not the easy option.
However, in Bristol it is an option taken more and more frequently.

If  you click on the image below you can read more about  a festival  being held this
summer in the city  and also watch a video.

How 'green' are you? How 'green' is your city?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:23AM ()

The View from Down Under
Tuesday, February 07, 2012
Here is a fascinating presentation from our partner school in Sydney's blog.
Were there any facts that surprised you when you watched the video?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:49AM ()

Do you ever see red?
Tuesday, February 07, 2012
Click the picture below to listen to some Express English from the BBC about the colour
red.

How does the colour red make you feel? What do you think of when you imagine that
colour?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:25AM ()

Show me the money!
Wednesday, February 08, 2012
With the economy struggling and people's faith in the financial systems weakening, could
this be the time for a local currency?

Click on the image to read about the plans for the Bristol Pound.

Do you think this could help local business by keeping the money circulating within the
region?

Or is it just a gimmick that will never be taken up by enough people?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:10AM ()

International Business Etiquette
Thursday, February 09, 2012
Cultural awareness is as important as linguistic competence. It is difficult to operate
internationally in any context if you do not have empathy and understanding. You don't
need to lose your own identity, you just need to appreciate that there are differences in
the way people do things around the world.

Click on the beautiful picture from Destination Bristol of the Clifton Suspension Bridge at
night to try Kwintessential's business card quiz. This is only a very small example of how
different countries and cultures operate. Can you think of other ways you might need to
adapt when overseas?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:58AM ()
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Friday, February 10, 2012

OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:41AM ()

Little and Often Makes Much...
Friday, February 10, 2012
Today and every day boost your vocabulary and help feed the world.

It only takes a few minutes to learn some new words and each time you do the World
Food programme donates 10 grains of rice. It doesn't sound much, but if we all do it - little
and often makes much...

Click the picture to start.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:07AM ()

Bristol Blue
Monday, February 13, 2012

Harvey's Cellars has recently opened up opposite OISE Bristol. Offering a relaxed and
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friendly  atmosphere,  the  cellars  offer  you  the  opportunity  to  discover  the  drink
synonymous with Bristol. Gwen and I recently went to lunch at Harvey's. They offer a
varied  and  delicious  tapas  menu.  This  would  appeal  to  many  people,  including
vegetarians as an interesting option for lunch or dinner. As we are dessert lovers, Gwen
and I particularly enjoyed the chocolate brownie and the sherry trifle!

Bristol Cream is a brand of Spanish sherry that has been imported into and bottled in
Bristol, England since 1796 by John Harvey & Sons of Bristol. In the late 20th century,
Harvey's began to sell Bristol cream in bottles made from Bristol blue glass.

Click on the picture to be redirected to their website.
Posted by laravanrooyen at 10:13AM ()

Shipshape and Bristol Fashion
Tuesday, February 14, 2012
shipshape and Bristol fashion

1. (chiefly nautical) Tidily tied down and secure

The saying in today's form has been recorded as early as 1840 ("shipshape" alone being
about 200 years older).[1] The term developed most likely in view of the port of Bristol
which had (before the Floating Harbour was constructed) a very high tidal range of 13
metres (43 ft), the second highest in the world.[2][3][1] Ships moored in this area would
be aground at low tide and, because of their keels, would fall to one side. If everything
was not stowed away tidily, or tied down, the results were chaotic and cargo could be
spoiled.

Posted by laravanrooyen at 10:26AM ()

Neologisms and Portmanteaus
Wednesday, February 15, 2012
I  am staycationing  this  week  and  this  provides  a  rare  opportunity  to  use  the  word
neologism...

A neologism is a new word that may become accepted as a "real" word through common
usage. The word staycation is such a word combining stay and vacation to mean a
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holiday at home. The fact that it combines the two words in this way also means it is a
portmanteau.

Do you know any other English portmanteau words?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 06:16PM ()

Thursday, February 16, 2012
Yet another example of why Bristol is such a dynamic and interesting place to live.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:09PM ()

Friday, February 17, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 11:22AM ()

The CV is dead. Long live the CV.
Sunday, February 19, 2012
In this day and age employers do not always have the time or inclination to sift through a
mountain of job applications. Every candidate will have a selection of the following traits -
proactive, good team player, (but equally good working independently), seeking new
challenges, a love of reading and travel. I think you know what I mean.....

Could the solution be a personal Infographic? Eye catching images that instantly convey
meaning and illustrate in seconds the experience and skill set of the candidate.

Click on the image below to see an example of this using vizualize.me - I don't know who
this person is, but they deserve a pay rise.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 05:59PM ()

An apple a day keeps the doctor away...
Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Not only is Bristol one of the happiest places in the UK, it seems it is also one of the
healthiest. Do you think there might be a connection?

Click the apples to read more.
Do you eat enough fruit and vegetables?
How does your daily diet compare to that of your grandparents' generation?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:23AM ()
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Smarter Sausages

OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Wednesday, February 22, 2012
As the Czech capital Prague looks to improve the appearance of its famous Wenceslas
Square, could the humble sausage pay the penalty?

Listen to this BBC online article (the text is also available on the same page) by clicking
the 'banger' below.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:14AM ()

The fox and the hedgehog
Wednesday, February 22, 2012
Life"s too short ( or rather this blog post is) to explain the difference between analogy and
metaphor. Instead, over today and tomorrow, I will provide examples of each as both can
make your English more natural, more colourful and more interesting.

Click on the "wild" animal below to read about a company that firmly believes in the
hedgehog's attributes. Then think about yourself or the company you work for - fox or
hedgehog mentality?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 06:23PM ()
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X = Y
Wednesday, February 22, 2012
Yesterday we looked at analogy and today at the metaphor. Click on the image below to
see a TED Talk by James Geary on the importance of metaphors in everyday life. Please
take note of the presentation tool he uses - my favourite - Prezi.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 06:41PM ()

Bristol Blog Bonus
Wednesday, February 22, 2012
I thought it wrong to show you the Prezi presentation from James Geary yesterday, but
then not the Elvis song he referred to. Click the image below, turn up the volume and sing
along - it's the weekend.....
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 06:54PM ()

Remember the avid Diva
Monday, February 27, 2012
When presenting information face to face, electronically or by other means, there are
several  points  worth  thinking about.  If  you want  your  audience to  enjoy,  value and
remember your  information,  then there are certain  factors  to  consider.

The mnemonic DIVA or AVID might help you. The D stands for depth - ask yourself if you
have included enough depth of information (or access to deeper investigation). Too much
and the audience may switch off, but too little and they may think you have nothing of
importance to convey.

The I is all about interest - have you created interest? How can you expect anybody to
remember anything if it is boring?

For V consider visuals - pictures and videos can only help you. The more people are
interested and enjoy your presentation, the more likely they will remember it as well.
Then there  is  A  and this  stands  for  appropriate  and  audience.  Think  about  if  your
presentation  is  appropriate  for  them.

Click on the image below to see an example that I hope offers sufficient depth, interest
and visuals to be appropriate.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:24AM ()

Corporate Kissing Confusion
Tuesday, February 28, 2012
As your colleague from overseas arrives at your office, you are faced with the question of
kissing... Is it once on the cheek? Twice perhaps? More? None? You kiss once and start
to move away, but you sense they are waiting for a second on the other cheek. However,
as you return for the second kiss, they have seen you moved back so they begin to do
the same.

Now it looks like they are trying to get away and you are chasing them for another kiss
and it could all have been so much easier if we all knew the rules.....

What are the rules of social kissing in your country?

Click on the image below to see more in an excellent article on the Business Network SW
blog about this -

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:37AM ()

Tuesday, February 28, 2012
You might recall that I ran a blog item about the Bristol Pound before. Here is an update
from the excellent  Bristol  Culture blog.  The chance to design the banknotes -  what
images come to mind when you think of  Bristol?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:00PM ()
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Don't stand so close to me...
Wednesday, February 29, 2012
Marie mentioned personal space in her comment yesterday about the etiquette of kissing.
This is another interesting area of cultural awareness. Please watch this HSBC video and
answer the following questions -

1. If your country is mentioned, do you agree with the points made?

2. Why do some Americans have meetings standing up?

3. What is one of the rudest things you can do in Thailand?

4. What mistake does the Englishman make in the Chinese restaurant?

5. How important is personal space to you?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:45AM ()

Am I just jumping on the bandwagon?
Thursday, March 01, 2012
Pinterest has been around for a while now (2010), but it is only recently that the media
has noticed and that is driving even more traffic towards this new highly visual social site.
With 10 million registered users and growing I had to take a look.
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So am I just jumping on the bandwagon now?

Click the image below to see how you can view the 'board' I began to collect images of
Bristol. If you create a 'board' of images, what topic will you choose?

Did you see the Bristol gorillas if you were here last year?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:02AM ()

For eggsample
Friday, March 02, 2012
Do you ever get confused about when to use i.e. and when to use e.g.? Do you know
what the difference is?

Firstly, i.e. means in other words and you can remember this by thinking that the i is the
first letter of in other words.

The kangaroo is a marsupial, i.e., an animal that has an external abdominal pouch.

Then  we  have  e.g.  which  means  for  example  and  you  can  imagine  an  egg  (for
eggsample)  to  remember  this  begins  with  the  letter  e.

Marsupials, e.g., kangaroos, are animals with external abdominal pouches.

Click on the picture to learn more -
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:43AM ()

The Lion King comes to Bristol
Saturday, March 03, 2012

DISNEY'S The Lion King – the biggest stage musical ever to tour Britain – is coming to
the Bristol Hippodrome.

Bristol will be the first city the show visits to begin a nationwide tour. Click on the picture
for more information.
Posted by laravanrooyen at 01:01PM ()

A day without chocolate is a day without sunshine
Monday, March 05, 2012
If you are planning to come to Bristol (please do!) and you like chocolate (you probably
do!), then can I recommend early April? Click the image to find out more.

Visit  this  blog  again  tomorrow  for  details  of  a  competition  to  win  some  delicious
handmade  chocolates!
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:14AM ()

The more you say, the less people remember...
Tuesday, March 06, 2012
The fewer the words, the greater the profit. (Francois Fenelon 1651 - 1715)

Today is  your  opportunity  to  only  use  50  words  and create  a  mini  saga.  For  more
information  click  to  see a  recent  post  on  this  topic.

How will you profit:? By winning some handmade chocolates from Guilbert's. There are
two prizes - one for native speakers of English and one for non-native speakers. The
deadline for submissions is Friday 30 March and the winners will be announced during
the week of 02 April.

Please send your 50 word stories and any questions to me at jon.crocker@oise.com. I
am also the judge and my decision is final.

Click the image below to learn more about the Bristol company Guilbert's.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:28AM ()

Share your knowledge. It's a way to achieve
immortality.
Wednesday, March 07, 2012
There  are  some  fantastic  ways  to  share  and  learn  these  days.  One  of  them  is
Educreations. This is an online whiteboard which records your voice, writing and images
to produce a short video. You can then send this to others who can watch and learn.
Click the image below to see a very brief example and then why not try your own?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:18AM ()

Rapid Reading and Retaining the Results
Thursday, March 08, 2012
Whether you are still studying or in the world of work, there may well be times when you
need to read, comprehend and then use large, long (and possibly dull) pieces of written
work.

In 1946 Francis Pleasant Robinson introduced SQ3R -
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Survey - this means skim through the document for main points and features. Note also
any graphics that illustrate key areas.

Question - use these main points to create questions about the text.

Read - with these questions in mind now actively read the whole document. Break it into
smaller sections if it helps you.

Recall - orally or in writing, answer the questions you raised earlier and in doing so also
state the key points of the document in your own words.

Review -  look back at  the key phrases you have noted and ensure you have a full
understanding of  the text.  This  can also be done with  a classmate or  colleague.

Click the image below and listen how one university recommends this method to new
students.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:46AM ()
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:28PM ()

To err is human...
Friday, March 09, 2012
Being understood is most important and making mistakes is an essential part of learning.
Do not worry about the occasional error in your English - we all make them and it really
doesn't matter.

However, there are some gaffes that happen more often than they should...

Click on the image to see an excellent infographic on this topic. Do you ever make any of
these slip ups?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:48AM ()

Bristol Sketchers
Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:06AM ()

43



OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Death of the business card?
Monday, March 12, 2012
Business cards are going nowhere. We still use them and we still like them.

They serve a purpose and they do it well. Yes, you can scan them to your Evernote
folder, but generally we appreciate their tactile properties and the size that means they fit
into our wallets.

However,  there  are  times  when  physically  exchanging  cards  is  not  possible.  One
interesting solution is the online business card and if you click on the image below, you
can see an example using about.me

Do you think we will ever go completely paperless?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:16AM ()

Six Thinking Hats of Edward De Bono
Tuesday, March 13, 2012
If  you  want  your  meetings,  discussions  and  thought  processes  to  be  more  clear,
productive and innovative, then you might wish to use the Six Thinking Hats developed
by Edward de Bono.

Each hat represents a different mindset, another way of approaching a problem and if
used properly, the means to thoroughly consider all aspects and reach the best possible
outcome.
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Click on the image above to learn more about this fascinating concept.

Which of these hats do you feel you 'wear' most naturally in meetings?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:55AM ()

Social Media To Go
Wednesday, March 14, 2012
I am on the train this morning travelling to a meeting with other OISE Principals at our
executive residential training centre Sherbourne Priors. This gives me the opportunity to
catch up with my social networks and also try to keep up with all the new ones coming
out. Clearly there are the big names of Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube, but
there are also the less obvious such as FourSquare, GetGlue, Xing, iPadio, Doodle.ly,
Recollect, Showyou and Viadeo.

I was sent a picture recently that I thinks sums up each of the main sites/apps extremely
well. To see it, just click on the picture of Sherbourne Priors below.

If you don't use social media much, what are the reasons?

Is it a shortage of any of the following - Time? Interest? Understanding? Things to say? If
English isn't your first language are you self conscious about using it online?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:35AM ()
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Are you a Global Citizen?
Thursday, March 15, 2012
In fact what is your understanding of the term 'global citizen'?

Nowhere Island is the newest nation on the planet and you can become a citizen by
clicking on the image below. At the same time you can learn more about the project.

There are already thousands of 'Nowhere'  citizens, including some brilliant resident
thinkers and a constitution is being written. There is a mobile Embassy which will visit
Bristol on 07 to 09 September and the whole project is based around one question -

If we were to create a new nation, how might we begin?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:25AM ()

Reduplication - it's the bees knees!
Friday, March 16, 2012
Hip-hop or boogie-woogie? Or are you a bit of a fuddy-duddy?

Okey-dokey, if you're not sure, then do you prefer a chick flick or a sing song?

Is this all mumbo jumbo to you?

Reduplication  is  a  form of  word  play  and many languages do it.  Some words  help
children learn to speak, others are used for effect  and often an element of  humour.
Whatever the reason, we like the sound of these words. What are some examples from
your own language?

For more details, click on the image, blah blah...
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:43AM ()

Go on - give it a shot!
Monday, March 19, 2012
Something to get your brain working in English on a Monday morning - a quick quiz .
Click on the image below to try 5 questions on slang.

Each time you have 4 options and choose the one you think is right. These are all very
common phrases and add colour to your language, but always be sure you know how to
use slang appropriately. Good luck!

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:49AM ()

Reuse Reduce Recycle
Tuesday, March 20, 2012
We have mentioned before in this blog the importance of being green and how Bristol
makes every attempt to play its part.
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Here is an article from the BBC for you to read by clicking on the apple below. After
reading it, look at the 5 questions under the apple, and then work your way through the
article to find the answers.

1. How many plastic bags did the average EU citizen use in 2010?

2. Which was the first country in Europe to ban non-biodegradable, single-use plastic
bags?

3. What helped create a 95% reduction in plastic bag litter within the Republic of Ireland?

4. What does '131 times' refer to?

5. In your opinion, what is the best option for bags?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:55AM ()
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Nowhere Island Revisited
Tuesday, March 20, 2012
Passport? Check! Money? Check! Sunglasses? Check!

Have you become a citizen of Nowhere Island yet?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 12:20PM ()

When in Rome....
Wednesday, March 21, 2012
The Romans had a method, sometimes called the Journey method, for remembering
things and it is a system that can still be used today.

The basic idea was that a Roman who wished to remember all the things he needed to
do would imagine walking around his home. By imagining the tasks in a particular room
(and in an interesting way) he was then able to recall the item simply by picturing himself
in that room.

Look, I am not explaining this very well....Why don't you click on the photo I took recently
of the Roman Baths and watch a video of this concept using a modern setting?

Could you use this method to remember English vocabulary?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:55AM ()

Bring on the wall!
Thursday, March 22, 2012
Wallwisher is a simple, but great online noticeboard. It allows you to collaborate and
share ideas with people all around the world. You can ask questions, make comments
and include links to pictures, audio and video.

Click on the image below and then leave a note on the wall. You can just say hello, you
can ask a question, you can post a photo of your city - there are many options.

What uses can you think of for this type of collaborative tool?

How could we help you using Wallwisher?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:51AM ()

Spring Forward & Fall Back
Friday, March 23, 2012
Remember that the clocks change in the UK this weekend.
The time goes forward one hour on Sunday, 25th March at 01.00 GMT to become 02.00
BST.

Why? Good question - click the image to find out...
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:30AM ()

Take a walk on the mild side
Monday, March 26, 2012
How do you get to work or university each day? Do you drive or take the bus?Perhaps
you commute by train or cycle from home?

Is it possible for you to do the journey on foot? And if so, do you?

Walking gives you the opportunity to do some exercise, notice the world around you and
simply have some decent, calm thinking time. There are many benefits and you can click
on the image below to view a very good infographic on the topic.

What do you think - could you change your daily transport routine?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:33AM ()
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:39PM ()

Tuesday, March 27, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:29AM ()

Now that's what I call a QR code!
Tuesday, March 27, 2012
Remember a while ago I did a short article about QR codes?

Click the image below to see what Facebook did when they decided to create one....

Are you beginning to see more of these codes in your day-to-day life?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:52AM ()

Tick Tock
Tuesday, March 27, 2012
The clock is ticking! Don't forget this Friday is the deadline for mini-saga submissions and
the chance to win some Bristol chocolates.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:13PM ()
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Wednesday, March 28, 2012
This is a quote by Sir  Ken Robinson and although many of you might have already
listened  to  this  excellent  and  thought-provoking  talk  by  him,  I  feel  it  is  worth  re-
highlighting.

This is a challenging listening for non-native speakers and you may need to listen several
times or break it into smaller chunks.

What are your views on the education system either in the UK or your own country? What
is the education system designed to achieve? Does it do this?

Does it work equally well for boys and girls? If not, why not in your opinion?

Does a child's education currently equip them for life in 'the real world'?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:06AM ()

Is a meme the same in French?
Thursday, March 29, 2012
The word meme (rhymes with dream) is a difficult word to define, but freedictionary.com
states that a meme is a unit of cultural information, such as a cultural practice or idea,
that is transmitted verbally or by repeated action from one mind to another.
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This includes songs (do certain pieces of music make you feel a particular emotion or
remember a specific time)?, beliefs such as democracy and practices including wearing a
tie. The examples go on and on. There are even memes for language learning.

Click on the image below to listen to Susan Blackmore's excellent talk on memes and
temes. It is about 20 minutes, so set aside some time for this.

Can you think of some other examples of memes?

Do you even agree they exist as not everyone does?

Can I apologise for the weak joke in the title?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:07AM ()

Friday, March 30, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:45AM ()

Going viral...
Friday, March 30, 2012
I have written about presentations several times in this blog as it is an area of business
that interests me. We have to see so many and such a small percentage have the impact
they should.

We looked at Guy Kawazaki's 10 - 20 - 30 rules, the deceptively clever simplicity of Garr
Reynold's Zen approach and the impact philosophy of Nancy Duarte. Also we looked at
my favourite alternative to PowerPoint - the wonderful Prezi.

Today I have a video link for you that I was sent. The speakers are both Swedish and if I
am being critical, the spoken delivery is slightly lacking in variety of tone for me. However,
don't get me wrong I am sharing this because I think it is brilliant and any presentation I
gave in Swedish might have a few flaws!

What I love is that they tell a story and they use cutting edge technology to create a talk
that people remember and tell others about. Click on the image below to watch and enjoy
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your weekends.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:28AM ()

Friday, March 30, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 03:03PM ()

The bra to Dakar
Monday, April 02, 2012
There is a shortage of bras in Senegal and Oxfam is doing something positive about this.

By  sending  bras  (and  other  items)  to  Dakar,  they  are  helping  the  local  economy,
employing over 40 people, and also providing these much needed items of clothing.

Click on the image below to read more and answer these questions -

1. What is the name of the social enterprise the bras are sent to?

2. How many tonnes of clothing are sold there each year?

3. Who is the stock manager there?

4. Why is there a shortage of bras in that region?

5. Do you donate items to charity?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:41AM ()

Monday, April 02, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 12:25PM ()

Cooking Under Canvas
Tuesday, April 03, 2012
Well to be more accurate, eating under canvas, but that lacks the allure of alliteration...

From April 25 to May 07 this year, Queens Square is going to be transformed into an
innovative and exciting eating experience. By clicking on the image you can read more
about it.

This is one of a growing number of 'pop up' events that are taking place in Bristol and
many other places in the UK. Is it the same in your country?

Which one of the events at Queens Square would you want to eat at?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:44AM ()

The Pros and Cons of Puffins
Wednesday, April 04, 2012
These days students and staff travel to and from school using a variety of methods.
Some people walk, others prefer to cycle or use the bus. There are a number of people
who drive into the city centre, plus there are options to use the train and even the ferry.

However, perhaps in the future we will also see people choosing to commute by puffin.
Click on the image below to find out more. Then if you are able to work with someone,
one of you should talk about the advantages (the pros) of this transport method and the
other person should put forward the disadvantages (the cons). What is your personal
opinion?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:07AM ()

K W L
Thursday, April 05, 2012
This is a system that can be used when studying a topic to gain the maximum benefit.
Although you can use it on your own, it works even better when working in groups. First
you need a KWL table - click here for an example.

Before you read (or listen) about a topic, you put what you already know on the subject
into the K (KNOW) column. Then you put questions in the W (WANT) column, listing what
you want to learn about the topic. Next it is time to read the article and you can put items
of interest in the L (LEARNED) column. Finally, you can think about whether or not your
questions were answered, if what you thought you knew was correct and of course, what
knowledge you have now gained.

Create a KWL form, follow the first two steps, and then click on the image below to read a
BBC article about Big Society finances in the UK. You can do it in sections if it is too long
or complex to manage in one reading.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:27AM ()
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A pop-up? Spiffing!
Friday, April 06, 2012
A few days ago I mentioned the Eat Drink Bristol Fashion pop-up event here in Bristol. I
then thought about the fact that the term pop-up in this context is really a new word
added to the language. This is happening all the time - words being created or reinvented
to fulfill a need that perhaps didn't previously exist. At the same time other words, for
example spiffing, go out of fashion and can even become comical.

Can you think of any words in English or your own language that are used now, but
perhaps weren't only a short time ago? Similarly, can you remember any words that were
popular in the past, but would now seem old-fashioned?

Click the link below (an old fashioned photo effect taken on a modern iPad) to see some
of the most recent words added to the Macmillan dictionary.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:33AM ()

Not goodbye, but au revoir...
Friday, April 06, 2012
I am taking a few days off, but of course OISE Bristol remains open as usual. If you wish
to enrol on a course or have any questions, please e-mail bristol@oise.com.

I won't be blogging until I get back, so in the meantime you might be interested to see our
student blog and the work they are doing.

Finally, click on the image below for some listening practice. To answer the question
being posed in the video - Monday 16th April.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 03:57PM ()

Friday, April 13, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:13PM ()

Quiz /kwɪz/ Questions /ˈkwɛstʃənz/
Monday, April 16, 2012
Keeping up to date with words and phrases can be difficult  when you are not in the
country and using the language on a daily basis. There are ways you can keep practising
though  -  you  can  download  audio  books  and  podcasts  in  English  from itunes,  for
example. You can read magazines and newspapers (online as well remember) or keep in
touch with friends around the world on Facebook and Twitter.

You can also try our quizzes and if you click on the image below there are 5 questions
with 4 possible answers to challenge you - good luck!

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:24AM ()
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Green, Greener, Greenest...
Tuesday, April 17, 2012
Once again I am talking green and with good reason.

Bristol has made the final three (with Copenhagen and Frankfurt) of the European Green
Capital Award. To read more about this, just click on the image below.

On the topic of green, try to answer these questions -

1. What are Greenbacks and would you like some?

2. What does green fingered mean and what is the U.S. equivalent?

3. Who created the phrase green-eyed monster?

4. Which singer started the clothing label Pretty Green?

5. Finish and explain this saying - the grass is always greener......................

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:15AM ()

Seven Dimensions
Wednesday, April 18, 2012
Working  in  an  international  team  can  be  extremely  rewarding,  but  it  can  also  be
challenging and even frustrating if cultural differences are not acknowledged and catered
for. Did you try our recent cultural awareness quiz?

Trompenaars and Hampden-Turner published their Seven Dimensions of Culture in 1998
in  an  attempt  to  manage  these  cross-cultural  differences  within  the  business
environment.
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By clicking on the image below, you can read more about this theory. On this occasion I
have chosen to link to the excellent MindTools website. This is quite a complex reading
task, but try to look at each dimension and think about where you fit within each one.
However, also remember to treat everyone as an individual - these dimensions provide a
starting point, but they are not saying one culture is better than another or that every
person from a country will have exactly the same characteristics.

How useful do you think this model is? Does it  help to have what could be seen as
stereotypical views?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:59AM ()

Wednesday, April 18, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 02:28PM ()

X, Y, and i.....
Thursday, April 19, 2012
From the baby boomers of the post Word War 2 era to the early sixties, we then had
Generation X (my generation) covering people born between 1965 and around 1979.
This was a new generation born into a changing world - women entering the workplace in
greater numbers, emerging technologies, less belief in a job for life and an increasing
acceptance of alternative lifestyles being some of our traits.

As technology advanced at an incredible rate, Generation Y (born 1980 to around 2000)
came into the world where mobile phones, home PCs and e-mail  were the norm. A
generation  that  wanted a  better  work/life  balance and to  break  free  from the  9  -  5
restrictions  of  their  parents  and grandparents.

So now I am feeling old, because Gen X is swiftly maturing into middle age and Gen Y is
getting there fast. Are the new kids now Generation Z or as some prefer the iGeneration?
Click on the image below to read more about the people who will soon start to shape our
world. We need to engage with them in a way that is effective and traditional classroom
methods simply aren't applicable now.

Which Generation are you and do you share any characteristics with the other ones?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:47AM ()

He's a few sandwiches short of a picnic...
Friday, April 20, 2012
In fact, you could say he's not the sharpest knife in the drawer.

So, what you mean is - he's stupid. However, we don't  like to be that direct and we
frequently prefer to use a more diplomatic style to soften our words (and often to add
humour).

In business and indeed life in general,  a more diplomatic, subtle language may pay
dividends. Learning this skill can be a challenge for non-native speakers, but it is worth
doing.

Is diplomacy important in your language or do you just say what you mean?

Click on the image below to read an excellent article that provides some very useful
guidelines on precisely this topic.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:23AM ()

Bristol 52 - the life of a city
Monday, April 23, 2012

What a great idea! Starting today and for the next 52 weeks, a different person every
week will use Twitter (at least 4 tweets a day) to talk about their lives in Bristol. These
B52-ers come from many different backgrounds, so we should see a genuinely diverse
view of what makes this city tick.

If you click on the image above (do you know where it is?), you can read more about the
project.  You  can  also  keep  an  eye  on  the  whole  process  on  Twitter  by  following
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@Bristol52.

 Would this concept work where you live do you think?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:30AM ()

Concepts, Views, Theories & Notions
Tuesday, April 24, 2012
The Bristol  Festival  of  Ideas aims to  stimulate  minds by bringing some of  the best
speakers  to  the city  to  talk  about  an enormously  diverse range of  topics.

It offers a remarkable opportunity to spend time in this city, attend one of the talks in a
stunning venue such as the Arnolfini, the Tobacco Factory or the Wills Memorial Building
and go home inspired. What better way to listen to authentic English than in one of
England's most authentic cities?

Click on the image below for further details.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:11AM ()

It's on the tip of my tongue...
Wednesday, April 25, 2012
Do you know that feeling? The answer is somewhere in your brain, but you can't quite
find it? By clicking on the image below you can try a quick logo quiz - see how many of
them you know (without using Google).

A logo is an essential part of a brand's image, but designing one is not a simple task and
even more so perhaps now in the age of multimedia.

Does your company have a logo? Does it serve its purpose and symbolise what your
business does? Take a look around you - which of the logos you can see do you like and
why?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:52AM ()

When ideas fail, words come in very handy.
Thursday, April 26, 2012
Developing your vocabulary, increasing the number of words you are able to use has
numerous benefits. It doesn't mean you use long words to show off. It does mean you
understand more when listening or reading though and you can contribute more when
speaking or writing. Your language can be expressive, interesting and colourful.

Most people boost their word 'database' through reading which in turn can open your
mind to new ideas and viewpoints. This has benefits both socially and professionally
enabling you to participate on an equal footing with those around you. Your confidence
and fluency then grow accordingly.

How do you record, revisit and remember new words in English?

Click on the image below to try an excellent BBC quiz on words.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:32AM ()
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Thursday, April 26, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:39PM ()

Curiosity Killed The Cat
Friday, April 27, 2012
That well-known saying would suggest that asking questions and having a thirst  for
knowledge might be detrimental to your health. Thankfully, not everyone has such a
bleak outlook about the outcome of learning new things.

Click  on  the  image  below  to  find  out  about  Quora.  You  can  ask  questions  about
absolutely anything and everything, and someone somewhere will have an answer. Just
as importantly, there are people in the world with questions that you can help them with.

Go on, let curiosity get the better of you - it won't kill you....

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:44AM ()

Don't Panic!
Monday, April 30, 2012
OK, so they liked your CV and you have got a job interview. You want this new role, so
that is good news, but you are worried about making mistakes and not being chosen.

Keep calm and prepare, prepare, prepare. Learn about the company, think about the job
description, consider likely questions you might be asked (and your answers), look at
some of the trickier questions often posed (and think of your answers). Then plan your
journey to ensure punctuality on the day and decide what you will wear to create a good
first impression.

If  you know about  the company you are applying to join,  understand what they are
expecting  from you and have  mentally  prepared  some answers,  then  you  are  in  a
stronger position than many of the other candidates. Now dress to impress, arrive slightly
early, smile and let them know you are the one.

Click on the image below for a very good infographic on the topic and more top tips to
help you control your nerves, prepare and succeed.
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What are your recommendations for being successful in interviews?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:20AM ()

2880 minutes in a strange place
Tuesday, May 01, 2012
By clicking on the image below you can read an excellent article by an American visitor,
Jessica, to Bristol who braved the weather and got out and saw the sights during a 2 day
break. There are some great images and interesting descriptions and my thanks to
Destination Bristol  for  making me aware of  this blog.

If somebody asked you for recommendations, what would you suggest are places to see
and visit in Bristol if they only have 48 hours?

Which of the places Jessica writes about have you visited?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:34AM ()
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Tuesday, May 01, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 03:07PM ()

Grey matter matters
Wednesday, May 02, 2012
There are some obvious advantages to speaking a second language - greater career
mobility, improved communication skills and increased confidence in social and business
situations to name but a few.

However, a recent study suggests there are significant health benefits which you can
read about by clicking on the image below.

What do you think? Apart from bilinguists, which other people experience these benefits
according to the article?

 For help in becoming bilingual, please contact me at jon.crocker@oise.com

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:38AM ()

Gratitude to Grandchamp
Thursday, May 03, 2012
Once again this year we have welcomed a fantastic group of students from Notre Dame
du Grandchamp in Versailles to OISE Bristol. The programme works really well, with
classroom time in the mornings followed by practical use of English via projects in the
afternoons. On a personal level, this for me is a highly effective combination - finetuning
before lunch and then into the real world later to use English in authentic situations, be
courageous and even make mistakes.

Bristol has such strong characteristics with themes such as maritime, aviation, the rise of
social and digital media, environmental issues and street art. From these choices, the
Grandchamp students are able to focus on a topic and meet the people involved in the
city to ask them questions and create a final presentation. I am looking forward both to
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the results of the 2012 groups and to 2013 being equally successful.

In the meantime, click on the image below to view the quality these groups are capable of
producing - really impressive I think.

What project would you like to do if you had a week in Bristol?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:39AM ()

Fortune Favours the Brave
Friday, May 04, 2012
Courage is  needed.  In  these challenging times courage is  needed more than ever.
People and businesses need to be prepared to take risks and make changes. That
doesn't mean not planning, not thinking about potential consequences. It does mean
facing fears, inspiring others to do the same and moving forwards both from successes
and failures.

Our students here at OISE Bristol have taken the topic of 'courage' as their project theme
this week and will be making their presentations today. Standing up in front of the school
to do that takes courage. Equally, our teachers need to have courage - to push our
students to achieve even more, to ensure they get the best possible outcomes from being
here.

I have a reading and a listening for you today. Both are from Giant Leap Consulting. Click
here for the reading - The First Virtue of Business. Then click on the slightly clichéd
image below to watch a short Popeye film.

How could you be more courageous either personally or professionally?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:54AM ()

Learning to Love LinkedIn
Monday, May 07, 2012
I felt I should share with you the fact that I am increasingly impressed by LinkedIn and
have found myself using it much more often. In fact, you may well be reading this post via
that site if we are connected (or perhaps you are on Twitter).

Initially I joined out of a sense of duty, but as time has passed and the site has matured, I
have found it ever more useful. Apart from the connections I have around the world, I
also benefit from the Education Management articles on LinkedIn Today.

Now many of you are aware that I am a Guy Kawazaki fan, and you can read Guy's
suggestions from several years back as to how to use your LinkedIn account effectively
by clicking on the image below. The image is a map of my connections created by the
innovative LinkedIn Labs.

Are his views still  relevant given the time that has passed and the way the site has
developed? Is there anything you would add? Also I am interested to know your views on
LinkedIn Answers - I  haven't  found the occasion to use it  yet -  have you and was it
successful?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:01AM ()
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Tuesday, May 08, 2012
Sea Fever

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by,
And the wheel's kick and the wind's song and the white sail's shaking,
And a grey mist on the sea's face, and a grey dawn breaking.

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying,
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying.

I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life,
To the gull's way and the whale's way, where the wind's like a whetted knife;
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover,
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick's over.

John Masefield, 1878 - 1967

What is your favourite poem in English?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:54AM ()

Tuesday, May 08, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 03:31PM ()

Food For Thought
Wednesday, May 09, 2012
You are overseas meeting important clients and the day has been very successful. The
mood is upbeat and positive and it looks like they will sign the contract. Nothing can go
wrong now - unless you offend them over dinner....
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Click on the image below to test your knowledge of dining etiquette around the world. If
you are from one of the countries mentioned, do you agree with the details given?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:09AM ()

Anyone for (table) tennis?
Thursday, May 10, 2012
Summer in Bristol is always enjoyable, but this year there is a new feature that should
prove interesting - 40 table tennis tables set up around the city.

These tables will be in local parks and also near OISE Bristol in the city centre with expert
coaches on hand and best of all completely free of charge.

Tony, our senior teacher, is willing to take on any challengers (probably) who think they
can beat him - are you a ping-pong ace?

Click on the image below to read more and start practising your seemiller grip.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:22AM ()

The Flipside
Friday, May 11, 2012
I approach this topic from a position of interest rather than a position of knowledge. The
flipped classroom keeps cropping up and while it  is not a brand new concept, it  is a
relatively modernist approach (c.2007).

Using class time to be interactive, collaborative and productive has to be a good thing,
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hasn't it? Of course there is the question of teachers being ready, willing and able to
create these videos (it  doesn't all  have to be about videos though)....  However, that
doesn't mean it can't be done and as the saying goes, Rome wasn't built in a day. Over
time a library of informative videos could be created, and yes even shared, that will
enable students to maximise their use of time with their teachers and peers.

This will require commitment and it will require courage, but it can be done. What do you
think? Is it a model you have already put into practice and has it been successful? Can it
work effectively in the world of EFL?

Click on the image to listen to a trailblazer in this field - Salman Khan.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:40AM ()

Weather Permitting...
Monday, May 14, 2012
This is a phrase that we tend to use quite frequently here. It is often used when talking
about outdoor events as we can never be 100% sure of the weather on a particular day
(or even during a particular day).

This Thursday evening in Bristol and then again on the 30th, the Royal Opera House will
be  performing  in  Millennium  Square.  These  events  are  free  and  offer  a  very  real
opportunity  to  experience  opera  with  others  in  a  great  location.

Being here at OISE Bristol is about more than just learning English. It  is also about
cultural experiences, creating memories and spending time with others.

For more details, click on the picture below (which is where the events will be held) and
then let me know if you think umbrellas will be needed!
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:27AM ()

Its bark is worse than its bite
Tuesday, May 15, 2012
This post is a bite size chunk about a topic that sounds more complicated than it really is.

Augmented Reality is no doubt incredibly complex behind the scenes, but for end users it
is simply a way to make the world around us more interesting.

Don't be concerned about the terminology - Augmented Reality (AR) is just a phrase that
sounds  futuristic,  but  only  means  adding  more  to  the  real  world  (by  using  online
information). Please click on the image below to watch a video about one of the best
known current examples of AR.

If you are not a fan of technology, don't worry as AR is not compulsory. However, if this
does interest you, how could you use AR to expand and share your knowledge of the
world around you?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:31AM ()

Breaking the mould
Wednesday, May 16, 2012
Allow me to tell you something that might surprise you - I hated secondary school. In
1977 I  went  to the local  Grammar school  and only really  enjoyed lunchtimes.  Now,
everybody has a different learning style and you can't keep all of the people happy all of
the time. So I am aware that I must take some of the blame for that, for not buying into
the methodology. There were no big problems. I wasn't bullied, I passed my exams and it
could have been much worse.

It was so uninspiring though. I mean really, really dull. We sat in rows while the teacher
talked and we made notes. He (it was normally a he) read from a book, the same book
that we had in front of us and then gave us homework based on the book and the notes
we had made. Every lesson followed a roughly similar format. Perhaps some people
derived a degree of  benefit  from this  -  being given information,  writing it  down and
memorising it like a parrot. Click on the image below to see how I remember school.
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We  can  do  better  than  that  though,  can't  we?  We  can  inspire  people,  generate
enthusiasm, even passion for a topic. We can make learning so positive and enjoyable
that students want to keep learning in their free time as well. To do this we still need
structure and frameworks, but within that we need to be able to offer flexibility, creativity
and mobility.

Let me know your views and memories - is it enough to feed students information about a
subject  or should we push them to find out more for themselves? What role should
teachers play and is 'teacher' the right word to use? Can we adopt the same approach
across different cultures successfully?
Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:58AM ()

Working Together is Success
Thursday, May 17, 2012
And I am not going to question the wisdom of Henry Ford. As I mentioned yesterday I
wasn't a fan of school and just sitting there being fed information. I really feel that Project
Based Learning (and I am talking about this in the context of language learning) is vital.
PBL, such as with Grandchamp for example, is so beneficial I believe.

Yes,  you need the  basics,  but  from there  surely  the  key  is  to  use  the  language in
authentic situations? This is why a student has chosen to go on a language course - to
be able to use the language in the real world and PBL can offer either a link between
class and reality or be based entirely in authentic situations.

Apart from practising the target language there are other advantages including greater
cultural  awareness and tolerance,  improved communication and presentation skills,
better critical thinking and the ability to collaborate, negotiate, deliver on time and reflect.
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What do you think about PBL as an approach? Can it work for all learners? What are the
main pros and cons in your opinion? Please click on the image below to watch a short
'feel good' video on the topic.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:39AM ()

Total Recall (Bristol Fashion)
Friday, May 18, 2012
Next week I am in beautiful Pembrokeshire, so this is the last post until Monday 28 May
(at least from me). Today I wanted to link this week's topics of Augmented Reality (AR)
and Project Based Learning (PBL).

I have been looking at two AR applications - Woices and Layar and I even played AR
Invaders.  My  objective  was  to  find  a  way  we could  use  AR within  PBL and  it  was
immediately obvious that Woices lacked any Bristol content. Meanwhile on Layar there
are already some details available including Wikipedia and Street Art.

Could OISE Bristol create content for Bristol so that locals and visitors are able to learn
more about the environment they find themselves in? It would be a fascinating project
using  technology  and  English  in  authentic  situations  to  create  genuinely  useful
information.

If you are in another city, do you think you could run a similar activity?

Should you still be unsure about this new technology, click on the image (an AR Invader
outside the school) to watch an excellent video on the topic.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:29AM ()
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 01:30PM ()

Is this the longest url in the world?
Monday, May 28, 2012
Having just returned from a few days in sunny Wales, it seemed appropriate to recycle a
post I put on Yammer a while back.

There is a village in Wales that created a new name as part of a 19th century marketing
strategy to encourage more visitors (and tourist income) to the area. Not only is it one of
the longest place names in the world, it now also boasts the longest website address,
too.

http://llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogochuchaf.org.uk/

To hear how to pronounce this village's name click on the image below. What is the most
unusual place-name in your country? Do you know which town in England is the only one
to end with an exclamation mark(!)?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:51AM ()

English Only?
Tuesday, May 29, 2012
A number of organisations are now adopting an English only policy for their employees.
The key aims are to improve performance and communication.

However, does English as the lingua franca create a level playing field in business or
create a divide between native speakers and everyone else?

What  do  you think? Is  this  the  inevitable  path  for  any  company looking  to  operate
internationally? Or is it a strategy that will meet with sufficient resistance to consign it to
rapid extinction?
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Click on the image below to read more from the Harvard Business Review.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:21AM ()

Learning to love Learnist...
Wednesday, May 30, 2012
You may recall that a couple of months ago I wrote about Pinterest. This social site for
sharing images is continuing to grow at a phenomenal rate and you can still follow me by
clicking on the red Pinterest logo to the right of this post. My 'board' only contains images
of Bristol and at the moment I have approaching 300 photographs.

Now  we  have  Learnist  which  is  in  its  beta  phase  and  you  need  to  apply  for  free
membership. I have done this and will feedback when (I hope) I am accepted. Have you
already joined and if so, has it been useful?

The basic idea is that students and teachers can collaborate and share online ideas for
learning which in  our  case will  probably  centre  around English.  That  might  include
articles,  web links,  videos and so on.  Click  on the image below to  find out  more.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:58AM ()

Robot Rovers!
Thursday, May 31, 2012
Robots? Football? As a technology lover and West Ham fan I can appreciate both of
them. Robots playing football? In Bristol? Surely that must be the perfect combination!
Could this be a sport of the future? Perhaps, but more importantly for now it provides an
engaging way to demonstrate technological developments and enables more people to
experience the joys of Bristol. Click on the image below to watch some of the action. How
do you see technology evolving in the next 10 years? It certainly hasn't given me any
more free time, but I am able to access information that previously would have been
impossible.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:13AM ()

Graffiti is an impulse to get recognised
Friday, June 01, 2012
Bristol is renowned for its Street Art and it is not just Banksy! This unorthodox city attracts
a range of artistic talent and the imagery created brings a distinctive vibrancy to the area.

Celebrating this and showcasing the incredible artwork being produced we have Upfest
2012 from 02 - 04 June.

What is your view of street art/graffiti? Is it justifiable or always a crime? Is it only a crime
when it is not very well painted??

Click on the image below to learn more about Upfest.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:36AM ()
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There was a young lady from Bath....
Monday, June 04, 2012
Limericks are nonsense poems and normally 5 lines long, The standard pattern is that
the last word of lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme and then so do lines 3 and 4.

To give an example, here is one I have just written -

There was a young man from Bristol,

Who brandished a beautiful pistol,

It made people stare,

They asked, 'Is it rare?'

And he said, 'Yes, it's made out of crystal.'

Why not try to write a limerick? Please send it to me at jon.crocker@oise.com and if
possible (suitable) I will publish on this blog. This is an excellent way to practise your
vocabulary, but also to work on rhythm and tempo.

Click on the image below for some excellent tips and have a go!

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:16AM ()
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:56AM ()

Her interests include cooking her pets and
knitting.
Tuesday, June 05, 2012
What  a  difference  a  comma  makes.  This  simple  punctuation  mark  can  make  an
enormous difference to how we understand a sentence. For example, can you see the
difference between these two statements?

Let's eat, kids!

Let's eat kids!

Just one comma, but from a dietary perspective so much more....

Click on the image below to watch a video on how to use commas in your English. Which
punctuation marks do you find difficult to use confidently?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 09:12AM ()

Flipping TED!
Wednesday, June 06, 2012
Like many of you I am already a big fan of TED Talks and I have included them in several
posts and covering a range of topics. I  am also interested in the idea of the flipped
classroom.

Now with TED-Ed I can combine the two. Interesting, thought-provoking videos combined
with the ability to customise and flip.

Enough of this chat - it is far better to see for yourself, so click on the image below (Blue
Pool in Dorset) to watch an example. If you are a teacher, do you already use TED-Ed? If
you are a student, does this appeal to you?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:35AM ()

Wednesday, June 06, 2012
Posted by Jon Crocker at 05:05PM ()

No Jive Talking - Just Moon Walking
Thursday, June 07, 2012
I recently read an interesting article by Cathy Davidson about traditional learning models
and  why  we need  to  unlearn  old  habits  and  the  accepted  measures  of  successful
outcomes  in  education.

It  seems we need to reassess what we are educating our students for and this also
relates to one of Sir Ken Robinson's talks that I mentioned back in March and the new
methods of the Khan Academy.

Are we teaching people merely to pass tests or are we trying to help people become
valuable colleagues and members of the community? Does the way we currently educate
people prepare them for the 'real world'?

Click on the image below to read the article and improve your dance moves at the same
time.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:36AM ()

EI v IQ
Friday, June 08, 2012
Well developed Emotional Intelligence (EI) or a high Intelligence Quotient (IQ) - which
one will serve you best? Although ideally you will have both, studies clearly suggest that
EI can play a significant role in determining your success.

What do you understand by Emotional Intelligence? How would you rate yours?

Click on the image below to listen to a British Council podcast on the topic and then try
the related tasks. Finally, click here to read more at the excellent MindTools.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:41AM ()

Working Class Ballet
Monday, June 11, 2012
Euro 2012 has started and for football  fans this means several weeks of highs (and
mainly lows) culminating in the final on 01 July in Kiev.

Naturally, I wish my French colleagues the best of luck in their matches against Sweden
and the Ukraine...

The  topic  of  football  does  tend  to  divide  people  and  I  understand  not  everyone  is
interested. However, millions of people are and it has enormous cultural significance for
many. Personally, I am looking forward to the whole tournament - even when we go to
penalties against Germany.

Click on my Fantasy League team picture below to visit the excellent languagecaster.com
and learn more about English through Football.

Which country do you want to win? Which country do you think will win?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:23AM ()

The empires of the future will be empires of the
mind
Tuesday, June 12, 2012
There are so many ways to learn these days and a number of these options mean using
rapidly changing technology. I  know this is frightening for some people and there is
frequently a fear of change and a distrust of the unknown.

However, if you make the choice to embrace these new options, you may well find that it
is  neither  as  sinister  nor  as  difficult  as  you  might  imagine.  We didn't  always  have
telephones, fax machines, mobile phones, internet, texting, smartphones, tablets, but
somehow we have survived all of these.

Take a chance, open your mind and take a look at the opportunities that abound. Don't
try to find the faults, don't highlight the ones that fail to meet expectations, because not all
developments are for the better, but they have to be tried (Betamax, Sinclair C5, Brussel
sprouts, etc).

Find the ones you do like and tell everyone about them. As an example, click on the
image below to read about Quipper, a free tool for making and taking quizzes.

What examples can you give of technology having a positive impact on your life?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:22AM ()

Bristol By Bike
Wednesday, June 13, 2012
Recently I thanked Destination Bristol for making me aware of an American visitor to the
city. It was interesting to read about their fleeting trip here and learn what they thought of
the area. Now we have a similar situation, but this time the visitor is from Australia and
they came to see Bristol from a cyclist's perspective. Click on the image below to find the
answers to these 3 questions (particularly if you are not a native speaker).

1. What is bubble and squeak?

2. Who was Alexander Selkirk?

3. How much does a massage at the Lido cost?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:13AM ()

88



OISE Bristol January - June 2012

In the (Deep) Blue Corner....
Thursday, June 14, 2012
I think we all agree that it is preferable to remain physically and mentally fit, but it is not
always easy when the day-to-day demands of life get in the way.

One possible option to keep mind and body in peak condition might be Chess Boxing and
by clicking on the image below you can read all about it. Our students have also been
looking at other activities this week including the surprisingly popular Extreme Ironing.

How do you keep fit physically? And mentally?

What other 'unusual' activity combinations can you think of?

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:21AM ()

Birds, Bikes and Bristol
Friday, June 15, 2012
There's plenty going on in Bristol at the moment and not least the Big Green Week and
the Festival of Nature. There is also Bristol's biggest Bike Ride and these all combine
perfectly to illustrate Bristol's environmental credentials.

I have already mentioned cycling in the city this week and yesterday I was sent a very
inventive cycling video which you can watch by clicking on the image below. It's a love
story  which  is  a  topic  we  have  covered  before  (and  they  say  the  English  aren't
romantic....).

What are you planning to do this weekend?

89



OISE Bristol January - June 2012

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:39AM ()

Money's Too Tight to Mention
Monday, June 18, 2012
It was back in February that I last mentioned the Bristol Pound, but there has been plenty
of activity on Twitter and Facebook since then and a launch due after the summer.

There is now a very informative video on the subject which you can watch by clicking on
the image below. Large parts of the film were shot close to OISE Bristol and the city looks
great as usual. It also provides some excellent listening practice!

If you live in Bristol, will you be using the Bristol Pound?

If you are an OISE Bristol student (past, present or future), would you be happy to use
Bristol Pounds while you are here?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:17AM ()

A word for everything
Tuesday, June 19, 2012
People often talk of English as having a word for just about everything and indeed it can
be a highly descriptive language when used to its full potential Nobody really knows how
many words exist in English as it is not always easy to define what constitutes a word, but
estimates range from 250,000 to around 750,000 or even 2,000,000.

However, the average person knows a small fraction of these - perhaps as low as 12,000
by some estimates and they might only actively use 1,000 of these on a regular basis
claim the most pessimistic reports.

Click on the image below to read about some words for which even the English language
has no translation.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:18AM ()

Through the Looking Glass
Wednesday, June 20, 2012
My thanks to David Blackie at English in Britain for making me aware of an intriguing
video.

It  links (I  feel)  to a couple of my recent blog posts about Augmented Reality or AR.
Although it is about 11 minutes long, it is worth watching and the possibilities that are
shown are a glimpse into a future that perhaps our children will find the norm.

When you were a child, what were some of the predictions for the future? Have they
come true?

Click on the image below to watch the film.
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:41AM ()

The sixth sheikh's sheep's sick
Thursday, June 21, 2012
Childish fun or useful pronunciation practice?

Tongue twisters are a way to practise your English pronunciation and you can work on
specific points, such as the difference between /r/ and /l/ - try Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry, for
example.

If you are self-conscious, then do it in private, but I recommend recording your voice so
you can listen again and monitor your progress.

Click on the image below to find some examples you can try. Do you know any other
good tongue twisters in English? What about in your language?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:38AM ()

Top 10.....The Beatles
Friday, June 22, 2012
One of our most famous exports is The Beatles and certainly within the EFL classroom
there can't be many teachers (or students) that have not experienced at least one of their
songs during a lesson. Below you can find a personal Top 10 and by clicking on the links
you can listen to all of them. What would your Top 10 look like? Are there any Beatles
songs you really don't like, e.g. Yellow Submarine....?

Number 10: Norwegian Wood (This Bird has Flown)

Number 9: If I Fell

Number 8: You're Gonna Lose that Girl

Number 7: Happiness is a Warm Gun
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Number 6: Revolution

Number 5: Back in the USSR

Number 4: The Night Before

Number 3: There's a Place

Number 2: Things We Said Today

And what do you think is Number 1? Click on the image below and turn the volume up to
find out...

Related articles

• Top 10 travel tunes by the Beatles (thestar.com)

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:43AM ()

The Eyes Have It
Monday, June 25, 2012
Stop and think before your next presentation. Give it the time it deserves to make sure
you get it right. Take a few minutes to learn from some of the experts like Guy Kawazaki,
Garr Reynolds and Nancy Duarte.

Watch and learn from the good (and the bad) and cut surplus details, leaving only the
necessary information. Consider the visuals as we use our eyes first and then our ears -
could you present without the audience needing to read anything? Could you give hand-
outs afterwards if it is vital they have a written record?

Now practise out loud and try to remember what you will say rather than use notes if
possible - good images can act as a memory trigger for this. Click on the image below to
watch a very informative video by Susan Weinschenk that  provides 5 key points to
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consider.

Related articles

• Going viral... (oisebristol.me)

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:26AM ()

Act Your Age!
Tuesday, June 26, 2012
Do you act your age? What is your definition of being a grown up?

If you click on the image below you can read an article from the Telegraph about how
people in the UK think you can judge if you are a mature adult (or not). Some of these are
very specific to this country, so what signs might you use in your country?

And do they mean 'receipt' in number 49? I think recipe makes more sense.

If you are 30 or older, how different do you feel compared to when you were in your 20s?

If you are under 30, how different do you feel compared to your childhood or teens?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:37AM ()

Happy Talk
Wednesday, June 27, 2012
When I was 5 years old, my mother always told me that happiness was the key to life.
When I went to school, they asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up. I wrote down
‘happy.’ They told me I didn’t understand the assignment, and I told them they didn’t
understand life.

- John Lennon

I have blogged around the theme of happiness before, indeed more than once.

What makes you happy? How do you measure if you are happy? What is more important
than being happy? Should your life's goal be to be (and make others) happy or is that too
simplistic?

Click on the image below to visit an interesting site that looks at happiness and success
in a new way. How high does your country score on this scale?
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Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:11AM ()

Degrees of separation
Thursday, June 28, 2012
Have you tried the Wiki Game or any similar activities? It is a way to use Wikipedia as an
activity that can be competitive, but can also be a means to practice your reading skills in
English. The basic aim is to start at one word, such as Bristol and then try to reach
another topic, for example Ignace Bourget as quickly as possible.

How do you do this? By clicking on links in each Wikipedia article which then take you to
a new article, where you repeat the process until  you reach your destination. In the
example  above,  you  would  have  used  the  following  links  -  Bristol/Peru/Fiscal
Crisis/Budget/French/Universite  Laval/Bishop  Bourget

Challenge yourself, play with friends and create new challenges or test yourself online
with other people around the world. It is great for learning new things, but also for reading
in English for specific details at speed. Click on the image below (from SS Great Britain in
Bristol) for more details and to start your first game.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:31AM ()
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Getting in on the Ground Floor
Friday, June 29, 2012
New business ventures are springing up more than ever it seems. Perhaps this is due to
the relative ease of creating a start-up (although the success does not come quite so
easily), or maybe the world economy is creating an entrepreneurial spirit that will lead us
into a brighter economic future.

Of course, maybe it was always this way and it is simply easier to broadcast to a wider
audience more quickly. What do you think?

Getting in on the ground floor means being part of a new project from the start and this
can be extremely lucrative if you back the right one. All of these fledgling businesses
require finance and this often means pitching to venture capitalists and banks with slick
presentations and a sound knowledge of the forecasted turnover and profit margins.

Click on the image below (showing entrepreneurial spirit in Bristol) to watch a great spoof
of this genre from Vooza - it captures the feel and the language employed in so many of
these promotional films.

Posted by Jon Crocker at 08:35AM ()
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Every Second Counts
Friday, June 29, 2012
Don't forget that this weekend we have more time.

However, when you get this extra time will depend on your location. For example, in
Bristol the leap second will occur at 00:59:60 on Sunday, July 1, 2012.

Yes, that's right - leap second. We will all have an extra second this weekend. How will
you spend yours?

Click on the image below to find out more and just make sure you don't waste it.

Related articles

• Birds, Bikes and Bristol (oisebristol.me)
• Degrees of separation (oisebristol.me)
• Bristol By Bike (oisebristol.me)

Posted by Jon Crocker at 10:30AM ()
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